ASSINGMENT #4:  Light

Due Date: Week 5.

Value: 10% of final grade

*This is a multi part assignment
Part 1:  Morning, Noon and Evening.  

Take a 1 photo at 3 different times throughout the day.  If you can shoot the same scene then do so.  If not, shoot all of your images facing the same direction (ex. all shots facing north).  Pay particular attention to the length of shadows and the colour of the light.  Capture images that show warm light (sun rise and sun sets) as well as images that show cooler light (mid day).

Do not adjust photos on computer.  Set white balance to DAYLIGHT.  You can use a tripod, but you don’t have to.  Do not use flash.
Part 2: City at Night
Shoot a well lit building, or a well lit street scene, at night.  Use a tripod (or any stabilizing device).  Pick one scene and carefully frame it in your viewfinder.  
1 Set your aperture to f4 (f5.6 if your lens does not allow for f4).  Leave it at this setting for the duration of Part 2.
2 Shoot a series of photos with the following shutter speeds: 1/125; 1/60; 1/30; 1/15th; 1 s; 2s; 10s.  (Use your watch to time the exposures if your camera can’t do it for you).  Use a cable shutter release if available.  If you don’t have one, use the camera’s count down timer to reduce shake caused by your finger touching the shutter button.
Part 3:  Reflectors
Find a reflective tool with a white tint, and one with a coloured tint.  Choose a stationary subject that will allow you to fill most of your frame.  Do not shoot a building, or anything large.  Keep it small.  Take three photographs of the scene with the same composition (same angle, height) and exposure settings.  Use your creative eye and your light meter to achieve a properly exposed photo.  

1 The first shot should be taken without a reflector.  
2 Shoot the second with the white reflector casting its light onto the scene.
3 Then take the third photo with the last reflector.

Do not use a flash.  If shooting indoors, use a trip-pod, chair, counter top, etc... – anything to steady the camera for long exposures.  Use a cable shutter release.  If you don’t have one, use the camera’s count down timer to reduce shake caused by your finger touching the shutter button.
Part 4:  Flash Photography – 2 parts
Fill Flash: Experiment with fill flash in daylight.  Take 2 pictures of the same scene.  The first shot will use no flash.  The second shot will use flash.  Let the camera handle the flash exposure.
Set your aperture and shutter speed manually.  Choose a subject.
Night Time Flash:  At night, take 7 pictures of the same scene using different shutter speeds. 
Choose a scene with some ambient light in the background (for example, a well lit building in the background, or a room with lamps in the background).  Place your subject in the foreground.

Photograph the scene with the following settings:
f5.6 – this will remain constant throughout.

Shoot the following sequence of shutter speeds:


1/125; 1/60; 1/30; 1/15; 1/4; 1 second; 2 seconds.

You can use a tripod or other stabilizing device for this portion of the assignment, but it is not necessary.  In your final images, you will notice that the ambient light in the background will gradually become more visible as you switch to longer shutter speeds.

Part 5:  Paint with Light.
Time for some fun!  Find a dark room (maybe a bathroom).  Place your camera on a tripod, or have a friend hold it for you.  You will need a light source for this assignment (for example: a pen flashlight; a small backlit electronic device; cigarette; etc.).  Take at least one shot, but you can submit as many images as you like.
1 Set the aperture to f4 (or largest possible aperture).

2 Set the shutter speed for five seconds.

3 While the shutter is open, wave the light in front of the lens as though you were painting in the air.
4 If you have a friend helping you out and an external flash, have him/her manually fire the flash at the end of the exposure.
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